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MESSAGE FROM OUR DIRECTOR

I cannot believe the UNC Charlotte Violence Prevention Center (VPC) is a year old! When the

Executive Committee engaged in initial meetings to develop the VPC, we hoped to bring together

scholars committed to working with community partners to address the violence pandemic. On

campus, there was a wealth of knowledge and expertise, and the development of the VPC allowed

us to envision ways to collaborate to meet the needs of our communities and engage in more

transformative research. Violence prevention also involves understanding the root causes of

violence, including social and structural determinants. I am proud of how we have expanded our

faculty to capture our center’s mission of being an interdisciplinary violence research center. We

met as a team to discuss the Center’s mission, vision, and values, each encompassing the

aspirations of our brilliant team. We have bold and ambitious goals but achievable ones.

Our faculty were busy! With over 80+ journal articles and numerous grant awards, we see the

benefits of having this hub of UNC Charlotte scholars. Our students and postdoctoral researchers

were also instrumental in our success. They have obtained prestigious grants, awards, and

fellowships and collaborated with VPC faculty on several projects, articles, and presentations. As a

university-affiliated center, we aim to be leaders in educating and training future violence

prevention researchers and practitioners.

In our first year, we sought to continue building community partnerships. You will see our extensive

list of community partners—broadly defined as our partnerships include local, national, and global

collaborators. The VPC welcomed its first international visiting scholar this year, a tradition we

hope to continue.

As we look forward to the next year, we are thrilled about our plans to expand programming in the

VPC. We are working hard to expand the breadth of our research into emerging areas of violence

prevention research and practice. We are building an education and training division to support

current research and practitioners and bring leading violence prevention research scholars to our

campus. We continue exploring ways to support our local community, particularly when

community violence is in the daily news cycle. Our Year 2 plans are a testament to our commitment

to furthering our mission.

I am also delighted to share that our funding through the Ignite for Centers program through the

UNC Charlotte Division of Research has been renewed. This renewal highlights the university's

support and investment in violence prevention efforts. Violence impacts every one of us. I am

grateful that we have a team that is motivated by a mission to find solutions.

Apryl Alexander, PsyD

VPC Director
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Summary
VPC is an interdisciplinary center that serves as a resource for

transformative research, training, and technical assistance for

communities, policymakers, and the public.

Our center is led by Dr. Apryl Alexander (Director) with support

from Executive Committee members Dr. Annelise Mennicke, Dr.

Jessamyn Moxie, and Dr. Rob Cramer. We have 10 Core Faculty

members (including Executive Committee members) and three

Affiliate Faculty members, coming from seven departments

and four colleges. Additionally, we have a robust trainee

program, with a postdoctoral fellow and five doctoral students.
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Meet the Team
Executive Committee

Apryl Alexander, PsyD , Director

Robert Cramer, PhD, Associate Director of Education and Training

Annelise Mennicke, PhD, Associate Director of Research

Jessamyn Moxie, PhD, Associate Director of Community Engagement

Core Faculty
Erika Montanaro, PhD, Department of Psychological Sciences

Erin Basinger, PhD, Department of Communication Studies

Janne Gaub, PhD, Criminal Justice & Criminology

Meagan Zarwell, PhD, Department of Public Health Sciences

Sam Cacace, PhD, Department of Public Health Sciences

Sonyia Richardson, PhD, School of Social Work

Affiliate Faculty
Alyssa McGonagle, PhD, Department of  Psychological Sciences

Julio César Bahamón, PhD, Department of Computer Science

Natalie Ricciutti, PhD, Department of Counseling

Trainees & Staff
Alaka'i Bene, MPH Student, Health Policy

Ava Peters, MPH Student, Community Health Practice

Erin Meehan, MSW, Center Coordinator

Jasmine Temple, Doctoral Student, Health Psychology

Sasha Zabelski, Doctoral Students, Public Health Sciences

Shannon Cain, PhD, Postdoctoral Fellow

Skyler Prowten, Doctoral Student, Public Health Sciences
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Community 
Partners
Community partnerships are 
central to the VPC's mission. We 
are grateful that over 30 
community collaborators, 
including the exemplars below, 
enhanced our work.

Featured Community Partners

Brave Step
City of Charlotte

Jamie Kimble Foundation for Courage
Mecklenburg County Office of Violence Prevention

Mecklenburg County Park and Recreation
National Coalition for Sexual Freedom

Naval Medical Center Portsmouth
NC Coalition Against Sexual Assault
NC Department of Adult Corrections

Queen City Harm Reduction
RAIN

Time Out Youth
Tuscaloosa Veterans Affairs Medical Center

UNC Charlotte Center for Wellness Promotion
UNC Charlotte Counseling and Psychological Services
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Research

2023-2024 has been an

exceptional year for research

productivity among VPC faculty,

staff, and trainees.

Highlights include:

81 publications◦

10 grant awards as PI or Co-PI◦

13 grant awards as co-I or Site PI◦
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

‡ = student co-investigator

* = Jessamyn Moxie formerly Jessamyn Bowling

In Press

Bowling*, J., Wright, S., ‡Benson, J.K., ‡McCabe, S., Mennicke, A., ‡Willard, J., ‡Kissler, N., ‡Good, H.,

 ‡Moody, B., Stambaugh, R., & Cramer, R.J. (In press). Disclosing and reporting of consent violations

among kink practitioners in the United States. Violence Against Women.

•

Cramer, R.J., Kaniuka, A.R., Tucker, R.P., Hanson, B., Fording, R.C., Robertson, L., Maseah, C., ‡Zabelski,

S., & Joiner, T.E. (In press). Social-ecological correlates of social well-being in transgender and gender

diverse adults in the United States: Implications for policy, theory and research. Sexuality Research and

Social Policy.

•

Dahl, A.A., Cramer, R.J., Gemberling, T., Wright, S., Wilsey, C.N., Bowling*, J., & Golom, F.D. (In press). An

examination of identity, community involvement, coping, and mental health among BDSM-practicing

adults. Psychology & Sexuality. 

•

Gaub, J. E., & Muñoz, G. (In press). Specialized police units. Oxford Research Encyclopedia of

Criminology and Criminal Justice. 

•

Montanaro, E., ‡Temple, J., ‡Ersoff, M., ‡Jules, B., ‡Jaliawala, M., ‡Kinkopf, D., ‡Webb, S., Bowling*, J.

(In press). “Just lmk when you want to have sex”: An exploratory-descriptive qualitative analysis of

sexting in emerging adult couples. Sexes.

•

Rasmussen, S., ‡Martin, B., & Cramer, R.J. (In press). A multi-dimensional evaluation of impulsivity and

suicidal behaviour among adults living in the United Kingdom. Archives of Suicide Research.

•

Richardson, S. C., & Gunn, L. (In press). Investigating psychosocial and environmental risk factors for

suicidality among Black middle-school adolescents: An intersectionality approach. Journal of the

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry.

•

Russell, K., Hunter, S., Post, A., Rasmussen, S., & Cramer, R.J. (In press). Examining mental health

correlates of hate-motivated behaviour in Scotland: An investigation of victims, perpetrators, and victim

perpetrators. International Journal of Social Psychiatry.

•
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journal Article (cont.)

2024

Bérdi, M., Bálint, M., Kacim El Hassani, S., Kisdi, G., Safrankó, D, & Cramer, R.J. (2024). Assessing and

managing suicide risk: A competency-based approach and a training plan. Part II. Pszichoterápia 

(Psychotherapy; Hungarian Journal).

•

Chang, C.J., Nobles, M.R., Cramer, R.J., Hill, R.M., ‡Robertson, R.A., & Feinstein, B.A. (2024). A latent class

analysis of non-suicidal self-injury and associations with construct from the Interpersonal Theory of

Suicide in a sample of sexual minority young adults. Journal of Social and Clinical Psychology. 

doi:10.1521/jscp.2024.43.1.50

•

‡Cho, G.Y., Martell, C., & Cramer, R.J. (2024). Ethical and practical considerations for mandating suicide

prevention training for mental health professionals. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice.

doi:10.1037/pro0000568

•

Cramer, R.J., Cacace, S., Coffey, A., Kaniuka, A.R., ‡Robertson, R.A., Hazlett, E., & Peiper, L.J. (2024).

Latent profiles and psychosocial correlates of persistent self-injury among incarcerated. International

Journal of Law and Psychiatry. doi:10.1016/j.ijlp.2024.101967

•

Cramer, R.J., Nobles, M.N, ‡Rooney, E., & Rasmussen, S. (2024). A psychometric evaluation of the Life

Attitudes Schedule-Short Form. Death Studies. doi:10.1080/07481187.2023.2300065

•

Cramer, R.J., ‡Robertson, R.A., Nobles, M.R., Bowling*, J., Cacace, C., Feinstein, B.A., & Rasmussed,

S.A., (2024). Entrapment and Defeat Scales: Factor structure assessment and variation by gender and

sexual identity among adults in the United Kingdom. Journal of Personality Assessment.

doi:10.1080/00223891.2023.2220400.

•

Dahl, A.A., Cramer, R.J., Gemberling, T., Wright, S., Wilsey, C.N., Bowling*, J., & Golom, F.D. (2024).

Exploring the prevalence and characteristics of self-labelled identity, coping, and mental health among

BDSM practicing adults in the United States. Psychology & Sexuality, 15(1), 54-72.

doi:10.1080/19419899.2023.2203134

•

Gaub, J. E., & Morabito, M. S. (2024). The endless juggle: Differential effects of the pandemic for criminal

justice scholars. Journal of Criminal Justice Education, 35(1), 116-135.

doi:10.1080/10511253.2022.2160474.

•
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journal Article (cont.)

Hall-Clark, B.N., ‡Zabelski, S., Montanaro, E., Besse, S., & Cramer, R.J. (2024). Adapting trauma-

informed interventions for racial trauma considerations: A training model. Practice Innovations.

doi:10.1037/pri0000222

•

Kaniuka, A.R., ‡Nanney, E.M., ‡Robertson, R., ‡Hoff, R., ‡Smith, M., Bowling*, J., Basinger, E.D., Dahl,

A.A., & Cramer, R.J. (2024). A grounded theory of sexual and gender minority suicide risk: The SGM

Suicide Risk and Protection (SuRAP) model. Psychology of Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity.

doi:10.1037/sgd0000699

•

Kehn, A., Sorby, M., Nobles, M., Gamblin, B.W., & Cramer, R.J. (2024). Typologies of hate-motivated

behavior: A latent class analysis. International Review of Victimology. doi:10.1177/02697580241241806

•

Langhinrichsen-Rohling, J., Montanaro, E., Mennicke, A., & Ybarra, M. (2024). Cybervictimization in

relation to self and other protection and response behaviors: A cross-sectional look at an age-diverse

national sample. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. doi:10.1177/088626052312255

•

‡McMillan, I.F., Langhinrichsen-Rohling, J., Mennicke, A. & Montanaro, E. (2024). Attitude is everything:

Examining acceptance of dating violence items for differential item functioning across heterosexual and

sexual minority youth. Journal of Interpersonal Violence. doi:10.1177/08862605241243338

•

Mennicke, A., ‡Zabelski, S., ‡Jules, B.N., ‡Haley, G., ‡Mathews, K., Bowling*, J., ‡Peters, A.,

Montanaro, E., & Cramer, R.J. (2024). Bystander intervention for problematic alcohol use among

graduate and international students: Opportunities and Challenges. Psychology & Health.

doi:10.1080/08870446.2024.2342464

•

‡Ngamasana, E. & Moxie, J. (2024). The effect of cash transfer on maternal and child health outcomes: A

scoping review in sub-Saharan Africa. Global Health Action. doi:10.1080/16549716.2024.2309726

•

‡Ngamasana, E., Zarwell, M., ‡Eberly, L., & Gunn, L. (2024). Difference in physical and mental health by

informal caregiving status before and after the COVID-19 National Emergency Declaration Restrictions in

the US. SSM Population Health, 25, 101609. doi.org:10.1016/j.ssmph.2024.101609

•

‡Petrizzo, K. & Bowling*, J. (2024). Past experiences and preferences for queer sex education among

LGBTQ+ college students. Journal of American College Health. doi:10.1080/07448481.2024.2317173

•

Richardson, S. C., Williams III, J. A., Vance, M., Bennett, M., Stevenson, A. P., & Herbert, R. (2024).

Informing equitable prevention practices: A statewide disaggregated analysis of suicide for ethnoracially

minoritized adolescents. Prevention Science. doi:10.1007/s11121-024-01654-1

•
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journal Article (cont.)

Richardson, S. C., & Joe, S. (2024). The Capacity-to-Serve Model as a data-driven process for provider

capacity management in outpatient community mental health. Community Mental Health.

doi:10.1007/s10597-024-01251-0

•

Ricciutti, N. M. & Davis, W. (2024). Person-first language and addiction literature: The presence of

labeling and emotional language in counseling articles. Journal of Addiction & Offender Counseling, 1-

14. doi:10.1002/jaoc.12137

•

Ricciutti, N. M. & Zhang, S. (2024). A pilot study of the Behavioral Addictions Knowledge Survey:

Ensuring students’ knowledge about process/behavioral addictions. Journal of Addiction & Offender

Counseling, 1-16. doi:10.1002/jaoc.12132

•

‡Temple, J., Bowling*, J., Mennicke, A., & Edwards, K. (2024). Social reactions to disclosure of sexual

violence experienced by sexual and gender minority young adults: Comparisons of sexual and gender

minority recipients versus cisgender/heterosexual recipients. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 39(3-4),

477-498. doi:10.1177/08862605231197786

•

‡Temple, J., Ferretti, M. L., Reis-Bergan, M., & Irons, J. G. (2024). Initial validity evidence for a measure of

transactional sex in a U.S. college student sample. Journal of Sex Research.

doi:10.1080/00224499.2024.2302501

•

Todak, N., Gaub, J. E., & White, M. D. (2024). Testing the evidentiary value of police body-worn cameras

in misdemeanor court. Crime & Delinquency, 70(4), 1249-1273. doi:10.1177/ 00111287221120.

•

Wilsey, C.N., Cramer, R.J., Mishoe, S.C., Golom, F.D., Bennington, L.K., Casey, C.F., & Van Lunen, B. (2024).

Development and initial validation of a sexual and gender minority competency-based survey for health

service professionals. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 94(1), 99–112. doi:10.1037/ort0000685

•

‡Zabelski, S., Hollander, M., & Alexander, A. (2024). Addressing inequities in access to mental healthcare:

A policy analysis of community mental health systems serving minoritized populations in North Carolina.

Administration and Policy in Mental Health and Mental Health Services Research. doi:10.1007/s10488-

024-01344-8

•
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journal Article (cont.)

2023

Ajeen, R., Ajeen, D., Wisdom, J. P., Greene, J. A., Lepage, T., Sjoelin, C., Melvin, T., Hagan, T. E., Hunter, K. F.,

‡Peters, A., Mercer, R., & Brancu, M. (2023). The impact of trauma-informed design on psychological well-

Being in homeless shelters. Psychological Services, 20(3), 680-689. https://doi.org/10.1037/ser0000724

•

Alexander, A. A., ‡Klukoff, H., & ‡Gaglione, C. (2023). Addressing mass incarceration amid a pandemic:

Decarceration as a public health and racial justice response. Translational Issues in Psychological

Science. doi:10.1037/tp0000386

•

Alexander, A. A., ‡Sower, E., ‡Klukoff, H., ‡Allo, H., & ‡Mendoza, S. (2023). Childhood polyvictimization as

a predictor of psychopathic personality traits in women. Violence and Gender, 10(4), 1-6.

doi:10.1089/vio.2022.0029

•

Alexander, A. A., Falligant, J., ‡Marchi, C., ‡Floding, E., & Jennings, M. (2023). Sex offender registration

and notification act with adolescents adjudicated for illegal sexual behavior: A therapeutic jurisprudence

perspective. Frontiers in Psychiatry, 14. doi:10.3389/fpsyt.2023.1160922

•

Alexander, A. A., ‡Sower, E., ‡Neal, B., & ‡Schmader, A. (2023). Kink and BDSM awareness in sex offense

treatment. Journal of Positive Sexuality, 9(2), 9-14. https://doi.org/10.51681/1.922 

•

Baker, J.C., Grover, S., Gunn, L.H., Charles, C., Rikli, H., Franks, M.J., Khazem, L.R., Williams, S.,

Ammendola, E., Washington, C., Bennette, M., Starkey, A., Schnecke, K., Cain, S., Bryan, C.J., & Cramer,

R.J. (2023). Group brief cognitive behavioral therapy for suicide prevention compared to dialectal

behavior therapy skills group for military service members: A study protocol of a randomized controlled

trial. BMC Psychiatry, 23(904), 1-15. doi:10.1186/s12888-023-05282-x

•

Basinger, E. D., ‡Hughes, J., ‡Singer, K., & Delaney, A. L. (2023). What do people say about coping

communally (or not) with sexual health stress in online forums? Western Journal of Communication, 1-

24. doi:10.1080/10570314.2023.2251031

•

Basinger, E. D., Jones Cameron, S., & ‡Allen, G. (2023). Stigma, self-care, and intuitive eating in Black

Americans with type 2 diabetes. Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities. doi:10.1007/s40615-023-

01772-6

•

Basinger, E. D., & Quinlan, M. M. (2023). “She didn’t think fat women deserved to have children”:

Memorable messages from healthcare providers in the context of fat pregnancy. Women’s Reproductive

Health, 1-15. doi:10.1080/23293691.2023.2174823

•
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journal Article (cont.)

Bérdi, M., & Cramer, R.J. (2023). Suicide risk assessment and prevention: A competency-based approach

and a workshop design. Pszichoterápiá (Psychotherapy; Hungarian Journal), 32(3), 177–190.

•

Besse, S., ‡Kaniuka, A.R., ‡Zabelski, S., Mennicke, A., Meyer, K., & Cramer, R.J. (2023). The Holistic

Prevention & Intervention Model: A public health approach to college mental health and suicide

prevention. Journal of American College Health. doi:10.1080/07448481.2022.2155467

•

Bowling*, J., Montanaro, E., Cramer, R.J., Mennicke, A., Wilsey, C.N., ‡Kaniuka, A.R., Wright, S.,

‡Macchia, J., Langhinrichsen-Rohling, J., & Heron, K.E. (2023). Gender, sexual orientation, and mental

health in the kink community: An application of coping self-efficacy theory. Psychology & Health, 38(23),

478-493. doi:10.1080/08870446.2021.1973001

•

Cramer, R.J., Cacace, S.C., ‡Sorby, M., ‡Adrian, M.E., Kehn, A., & Wilsey, C.N. (2023). A psychometric

investigation of the hate-motivated behavior checklist. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 38(7-8), 5638-

5660. doi:10.1177/08862605221127196

•

Cramer, R.J., Hawgood, J., Kaniuka, A.R., Brooks, B., & Baker, J. (2023). Updated suicide prevention core

competencies for mental health professionals: Implications for training, research, and practice. Clinical

Psychology: Science and Practice. doi:10.1037/cps0000172

•

‡Cross, L.M., Warren-Findlow, J., Bowling*, J., Reeve, C.L., & Issel, L.M. (2023). A pilot study of the

Adverse Childhood Experiences – Dimensions Questionnaire (ACE-DQ): Associations with depression.

Child Abuse & Neglect. 140, 106158. doi:10.1016/j.chiabu.2023.106158

•

‡Cross, L.M., Warren-Findlow, J., Bowling*, J., Reeve, C.L., & Issel, L.M., (2023). Reimagining the

measurement of adverse childhood experiences: A Delphi study to develop ACE dimension items. TPM

Testing, Psychometrics, Methodology in Applied Psychology. 30(3). 259-286.

•

Dash, G.F., Bryan, A.D., Montanaro, E., & Feldstein Ewing, S.W. (2023). Long-term RCT outcomes for

adolescent alcohol and cannabis use within a predominantly Hispanic sample. Journal of Research on

Adolescence. doi:10.1111/jora.12856

•

Dixon, J. N., Caddell, T. M., Alexander, A. A., Burchett, D., Anderson, J. L., Marek, R. J., & Glassmire, D. M.

(2023). Adapting assessment processes to consider cultural mistrust in forensic practices: An example

with the MMPI instruments. Law and Human Behavior, 47(1), 292-306. doi:10.1037/lhb0000504

•
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journal Article (cont.)

‡Hager, N.M., Cramer, R.J., ‡Kaniuka, A.R., Vandecar-Burdin, T., Badger, N., Holley, A.M., Foss, J., Glenn,

C.R., Judd, S., ‡South, G.M., & Judah, M.R. (2023). An evaluation of the Core Competency Suicide

Prevention Training Program for university health service providers. Journal of College Student

Psychotherapy, 37(2), 127-143. doi:10.1080/87568225.2021.1911726

•

Hilgeman, M.M., Cramer, R.J., Hoch, M., Collins, A.N., ‡Zabelski, A., & Heebner, N.R. (2023). A pilot study

comparing two measures of perceived health services access among military veterans with

musculoskeletal injuries and mental health conditions. Military Medicine, 188(7-8), e2363-e2372.

doi:10.1093/milmed/usac072

•

Hilgeman, M.M., Lange, T.M., Bishop, T., & Cramer, R.J. (2023). Spreading pride in all who served: A health

education program to improve access and mental health outcomes for sexual and gender minority

veterans. Psychological Services, 20(3), 596-608. doi:10.1037/ser0000604

•

Jason, K., Richardson, S. C., & Dennis, K. (2023). Relieving the burden of self-reliance: The experiences of

Black Women graduate students in predominantly white institutions. Journal of African American

Women and Girls in Education, 2(3), 8-33. doi:10.21423/jaawge-v2i3a95

•

Kalmbach, K. C., Basinger, E. D., Bayles, B., Schmitt, R., Nunez, V., Moore, B. A., & Tedeschi, R. G. (2023).

Moral injury in post-9/11 combat experienced military veterans: A qualitative thematic analysis. 

Psychological Services. doi:10.1037/ser0000792

•

Kaniuka, A.R., Bowling*, J., Wright, S., Dahl, A.A., Basinger, E.D., ‡Benson, J.K., Stambaugh, R., & 

Cramer, R.J. (2023). Psychometric properties of the Brief Resilience Scale among alt-sex community

members. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 38(23-24), 11870-11889. doi:10.1177/08862605231188055

•

‡McMillan, I. F., Langhinrichsen-Rohling, J., Montanaro, E., & Mennicke, A. (2023). Queering the CADRI:

An examination of the Conflict in Adolescent Relationship Inventory (CADRI) perpetration scale’s

measurement invariance across heterosexual and sexual minority youth. Journal of Interpersonal

Violence. doi:10.1177/08862605231213381

•

Mennicke, A., Bowling*, J., Montanaro, E., ‡Williams, M., ‡Carlson, H. ‡McClare, V., Meehan, E.,

‡Temple, J., ‡Jules, B. N., ‡Tirunagari, A., ‡Kissler, N., ‡Pruneda, P., ‡Mathews, K., ‡Haley, G., ‡Brienzo,

M., ‡McMillan, I. F., ‡Yoder, A., ‡Meseah, C., Correia, C., & McMahon, S. (2023). The Bystander Intervention

for Problematic Alcohol Use Model (BIPAUM). Journal of American College Health.

doi.org:10.1080/07448481.2023.2245497

•
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journal Article (cont.)

Mennicke, A., Bowling*, J., ‡Post, A., ‡Benson, K., ‡Willard, J., ‡McMillan, I. F., & ‡Yoder, A. (2023).

“Realistic and inclusive”: Recommendations for responding to campus interpersonal violence centering

LGBTQ+ voices. Journal of Family Violence. doi:10.1007/s10896-023-00587-7

•

Mennicke, A., Bush, H. M., Brancato, C., & Coker, A. L. (2023). Effectiveness of a bystander intervention

program to increase bystander behaviors across latent risk groups of high schoolers. Journal of

Interpersonal Violence, 39(1-2), 59-86. doi:10.1177/08862605231194637

•

Mennicke, A., Moxie, J., Montanaro, E., ‡Temple, J., ‡Williams, M., ‡Carlson, H., ‡Haley, G., ‡Jules, B., 

Meehan, E.A., ‡Brienzo, M., ‡Mesaeh, C., ‡Yoder, A., ‡McClare, V., Bush, H., & Coker, A. (2023). A

qualitative analysis of student experiences of opportunities and actions for bystander intervention

across various levels of threat. Journal of Family Violence. doi.org:10.1007/s10896-023-00633-4

•

Nason, J.A., Mennicke, A., Moylan, C., Meehan, E., ‡McClare, V., Clear, E., Brancato, C., Bush, H., & Coker,

A. (2023). Campus- and individual-level predictors of risk for interpersonal violence perpetration. Journal

of Family Violence. doi:10.1007/s10896-023-00670-z

•

Moxie, J., ‡Mesaeh, C., ‡Benson, J.K., ‡Wilson, M., & ‡Williams, L. (2023). Clocks, mirrors, plants:

Processes of gender shifts among adults during COVID-19. Journal of Humanistic Psychology.

doi:10.1177/002216782312053

•

‡Ngamasana, E.L, Zarwell, M., & Gunn, L. (2023). Physical and mental health of informal caregivers

before and during the COVID-19 pandemic in the United States. BMC Public Health, 23, 2349.

doi:10.1186/s12889-023-17164-8

•

Orosco, C., & Gaub, J. E. (2023). “I am doing my part, you are doing your part”: The sworn-civilian divide

in police dispatching. Policing: An International Journal, 46(1), 164-178. doi:10.1108/PIJPSM-07-2022-

0090.

•

Rasmussen, S., Cramer, R.J., ‡Nascimbene, L., ‡Robertson, R.A., Cacace, S., & Bowling*, J. (2023). A

qualitative assessment and short-term mediation analysis of defeat, entrapment, and suicide. Suicide

and Life-Threatening Behavior, 53, 880-892. Doi:10.1111/sltb.12990

•

Richardson, S. C., Gunn, L., Phipps, M., & Azasu, E. (2023). Factors associated with suicide risk behavior

outcomes among Black high school adolescents. Journal of Community Health. doi:0.1007/s10900-023-

01312-7

•
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journal Article (cont.)

Richardson, S. C., Brady, A., Phipps, M., Ussery, B., Chavez, B., & Chandler, C. (2023). Training MSW

students in sector-specific macro content: An innovative behavioral health leadership initiative. Journal

of Social Work Education. doi:10.1080/10437797.2023.2228852

•

‡Richie, F., Langhinrichsen-Rohling, J., ‡Kaniuka, A., Wilsey, C.N., Mennicke, A., Harris, Y., Sullivan, S.,

Gray, G., & Cramer, R.J. (2023). Mental health services for all: Factors influencing desire for mental health

services among under-resourced adults during COVID-19. Psychological Services, 20(1), 144-148.

doi:10.1037/ser0000644

•

Ricciutti, N. M. (2023). Counselors’ stigma toward substance use disorders and process/behavioral

addictions: Increasing awareness and decreasing stigma in practice and educational settings. Journal of

Counselor Preparation and Supervision, 17(3).

•

Ricciutti, N. M. & Storlie, C. A. (2023). The experiences of clinical mental health counselors treating

clients for process/behavioral addictions. Alcoholism Treatment Quarterly, 42(1), 27-44.

doi:10.1080/07347324.2023.2267004

•

Ricciutti, N. M. (2023). Mental Health and Chemical Dependency Counselors’ Stigma Toward Clients with

Substance Use Disorders: Predictors of Stigma and Implications for Clinicians and Educators. Alcoholism

Treatment Quarterly, 41(4), 394-407. doi:10.1080/07347324.2023.2246405 

•

‡Sandrin, R., Simpson, R., & Gaub, J. E. (2023). An experimental examination of the perceptual paradox

surrounding police canine units. Journal of Experimental Criminology, 19(4), 1021-1031.

doi:10.1007/s11292-022-09516-y

•

Scheer, J., Heilmen, E., Cascalheira, C., Jaipuriar, V., Shaw, T. J., ‡Zabelski, S., Behari, K., Batchelder, A.W.,

Possemato, K., Hughes, T. L., Sullivan, T.P. (2023). Probable PTSD, PTSD symptom severity, and comorbid

PTSD and alcohol use disorder among sexual minority women compared to heterosexual women: A

meta-analysis. Clinical Psychology Review.

•

‡Sower, E., Alexander, A. A., & ‡Klukoff, H. (2023). Public perceptions of castle doctrine and stand your

ground cases: Effects of defendant gender. Social Sciences Quarterly, 104(2), 69-80.

doi:10.1111/ssqu.13258

•

Williams III., J. A., Edosomwan, K., Grice, S., Richardson, S. C., & Young, J. (2023). Is the employment of

school resource officers in high schools associated with Black girls’ discipline outcomes? Race, Ethnicity,

and Education, 26(3), 398-418. doi:10.1080/13613324.2022.2160774

•
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Publications

Peer-Reviewed Journal Article (cont.)

‡Zabelski, S.,‡Kaniuka, A.R., ‡Robertson, R., & Cramer, R.J. (2023). Crisis lines: Current status and

recommendations for research and policy. Psychiatric Services, 74(5), 505-512.

doi:10.1176/appi.ps.20220294

•

Zarwell, M., ‡Patton, A., Gunn, L. H., ‡Benziger, A., Witt, B., Robinson, P. A., & Terrell, D. F. (2023). PrEP

awareness, willingness, and likelihood to use future HIV prevention methods among undergraduate

college students in an ending the HIV epidemic jurisdiction. Journal of American College Health, 1–10.

doi:10.1080/07448481.2023.2232885

•

Zarwell, M. Witt, B., ‡Marin, J.S., ‡Gorman, B., ‡Kumtap, M.U., ‡Hoff, R., ‡Rysbayeva, A., ‡Jha, P.,

‡Boehm, E., Iseel, M., Harihar, S., & Robinson, P. (2023). Update and discontinuation of PrEP among

uninsured cisgender and transgender women A public-private partnership model in North Carolina. AIDS

Patient Care & STDS, 37(11), 525-534. doi:10.1089/apc.2023.0147

•
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Publications

Book Chapters

Alexander, A. (In Press). Your dystopian cosplay is our reality: A critical race theory analysis. In T. Langley

& W. Goodfriend (Eds.), The Handmaid’s Tale Psychology: Seeing Off Red. Turner Publishing Company.

•

Alexander, A. A., Klukoff, H., & ‡Neal, B. (In Press). Humanistic and existential approaches to advocacy

and activism. In L. Hoffman (Ed.), APA Handbook of Humanistic and Existential Psychology. American

Psychological Association.

•

Alexander, A. A. (2024). Diversity in legal decision-making. In M. K. Miller, L. A. Yelderman, J. A. Cantone,

& M. Huss (Eds.), The Cambridge Handbook of Psychology and Legal Decision Making. Cambridge

University Press.

•

Gaub, J. E., & Koen, M. C. (in press). A perfect storm of dueling crises: Understanding officer perceptions

during the COVID-19 pandemic and Defund the Police movement. In Breanne Pleggenkuhle & Joseph

Schafer (Eds.), Crime and justice innovations, adaptations, and responses to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Carbondale, IL: SIU Press.

•

Alexander, A. A., ‡Montalbano, M., ‡Schmader, A., & ‡McFarlane, S. (2024). Diverse representation in

media. In C. Wright, L., Ey, K. H. Hopper, & W. Warburton (Eds.), The Importance of Media Literacy: Getting

the Best from the Digital World: Media Literacy Across the Lifespan. Cambridge Scholars Publishing.

•

Alexander, A. (2023). Finding your inner superhero: Adolescent moral identity development. In T.

Langley & A. Langley (Eds.), Spider-Man Psychology: Untangling Webs (pp. 61-68). Turner Publishing

Company.

•

Williams III, J. A., Turner, M., Terry, A., Fontenot, D. C., & Richardson, S. C. (2023). Radically healing or

burned out: Experiences among Black teachers. In Drawn to the Flame: Teachers' Stories of Burnout (pp.

7-25). Emerald Publishing Limited.

•
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Grants

10 Awards with VPC Faculty as PI/Co-PI

Bowling*, J., Mennicke, A., Gunn, L., & Edwards, K. (2024-2027). Reconstruction of an SGM-specific

Sexual Violence Peer Support Program (SSS+) (R15). National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism

(1R15AA030898-01A1). Total costs: $465,587.

•

Cramer, R.J. & Keinonen, K. (2024). Psychometric Properties of the Suicide Competency Assessment

Form-Finnish Version (SCAF-FV) Among Mental Health Providers. University of Jyväskylä, Visiting Fellow

Programme 2024. Total costs: €5,500 ($5790).

•

Cramer, R.J., Cacace, S., Bowling*, J., Post, A., & Peiper, L.J. (2023-2025). Development and

Implementation of a Self-Directed Violence Prevention Training Program for the North Carolina

Department of Adult Corrections. North Carolina Department of Adult Corrections. Total costs: $410.003.

•

Richardson, S. C. (2023-2024). ARPA Evaluation Project – Village HeartBEAT, Inc. Total costs: $50,090.•

Richardson, S. C. (2023-2024). Village HeartBEAT, INC. Bridges to Better Mental Health Project

Evaluation, Year II. Total costs: $29,999.

•

‡Temple, J., Montanaro, E., & Chambers, E. (2023). Understanding Sexual Health Communication and

Promotion Among Black Young Adult Couples. Center for Positive Sexuality 2023 Race & Sexuality

Proposal Award. Total costs: $250.

•

Cramer, R.J., Baker, J., Franks, M., Gunn, L., Khazem, L., Bryan, C.J., & Grover, S. (2022-2026). Piloting a

Brief Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy (BCBT) Group Intervention for Suicidal Behavior among Active Duty

Military Personnel. Department of Defense Peer Reviewed Medical Research Program Clinical Trial Award

(W81XWH2210234-21-PRMRP-CTA). Total costs: $4,098,402.

•

Richardson, S.C., Vance, M., Gryglewicz, K., Gunn, L., & Karver, M. (2022-2025). The CALINC: A Culturally

Adapted Care Coordination Suicide Detection and Intervention Model for Black Youth (1R34MH129782-

01). National Institute of Mental Health. Total costs: $681,851.

•

Cramer, R.J., Besse, S., Mennicke, A., Montanaro, E., Kaniuka, A.R., ‡Zabelski, S., Gourdine, L., Huerta,

J., & Mabery, A. (2021-2024). Implementing a Trauma-Informed Social-Ecological Approach to Campus

Suicide Prevention at UNC Charlotte. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

(SAMHSA) Garrett Lee Smith Campus Suicide Prevention Grant (1H79SM083941-01). Total costs: $299,997

($299,997 institutional match).

•
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Grants

10 Awards with VPC Faculty as PI/Co-PI (cont.)

13 Awards with VPC Faculty as Co-I or Site PI

Mennicke, A., Montanaro, E., Bowling*, J., & McGonagle, A. (2021-2024). Bystander Intervention for

problematic alcohol use measure (BIPAUM) to reduce risky drinking among diverse college students.

National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (1R15AA028910-01). Total costs: $407,249.

Supplemental award (‡Temple, J.): $77,236.

◦

Hilgeman, M.M., Wilson, S., Sperry, H.,…& Cramer, R.J. (2025-2028). A Hybrid Effectiveness-

Implementation Study of the Pride in All Who Served Program for LGBTQ+ Veterans (AFFIRM Study).

Veterans Health Administration, Office of Research & Development, HSR&D Service Directed Research on

Veteran Suicide Prevention (HX-23-005). Total costs: $1,519,322 ($66,800.00 subcontract). 

•

Hilgeman, M.M., Sperry, H., Wilcox, M., Wilson, S…, & Cramer, R.J. (TBA). Establishing and Sustaining a

National Selective Suicide Prevention Program for LGBTQ+ Veterans. Veterans Health Administration,

Suicide Prevention Program, Office of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention. Total costs: $1,182,217

($50,100.00 subcontract).

•

Yahner, J., Wright, E., Fording. J., & Cramer, R.J. (2024-2027). Implementation Evaluation of Hate Crimes

Task Forces. National Institute of Justice, FY23 Research and Evaluation on Hate Crimes. Total costs:

$995,936.

•

Moore, E., Hutchinson, J. Thomas, L., Moxie, J., & Cramer, R.J. (2024-2025). Foundations of Violence

Prevention in Fayetteville, North Carolina. City of Fayetteville, NC. Total Costs: $99,995.

•

Tucker, X…… & Zarwell, M. (2023-2025). Community-engaged Approaches to Expand HIV Self-Testing

(CATEST). National Institutes of Health, Ending the AIDS Epidemic, Centers for AIDS Research

Supplement. Total costs: $222,360.

•

Coker, A. (2023-2024). The RCMI Program in Health Disparities Research at Meharry Medical College. 

National Institutes of Health. Subcontract amount: $28,000. (Co-I: Alexander, A.A., Mennicke, A.)

•

Dulin, X. ….. & Zarwell, M. (2023-2024). APHI Operational Funding. Mecklenburg County Health

Department. Total costs: $290,000.

•

Dennis, X. …. & Zarwell, M. (2022-2027). Rapid Response to Incident HIV Infection to Identify Expanding

Transmission Networks and Inform Partner Services m (RESPOND). National Institutes of Health,

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease (5R01AI169602-02). Total costs: $667,442

•
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Grants

12 Awards with VPC Faculty as Co-I or Site PI (cont.)

Hill, R.M., Cramer, R.J., Cacace, S., & Shenoi, R. P. (2022-2024). Expanding the Geospatial Identification

of Elevated Suicide Risk (GIESR) Method to Identify Neighborhood Level Risk and Protective Factors for

Youth Suicide Ideation and Attempts. National Institute of Mental Health R21. Total costs: $420,372.

•

Coker, A. & Feld, H. (2021-2026). Developing VIP Corps Training. Office of Women’s Health. Total costs:

$1,500,000 (Co-I: Mennicke, A.; Subcontract: $130,000).

•

Hoch, M., Heebner, N., Hoch, J., Lephart, S., Winters, J., & Cramer, R.J. (2021-2024). Musculoskeletal

Health Considerations to Improve Resiliency and Lethality in Female Marines. United States Department

of Defense, Office of Naval Research (N00014-21-1-2892). Total costs: $2,500,000 (Subcontract: $56,846).

•

Coker, A. & Sprang, G. (2021-2025). RCT to Evaluate Bystander-informed See it Stop it (BiSiSi) to Prevent

Child Sex Trafficking in Kentucky Middle Schools (U01). Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Totals costs: $1,700,000 (Co-I: Mennicke, A.; Subcontract: $120,000).

•

Thompson, X. ….. & Zarwell, M. (2020-2025). MCPH HIV Dashboard Development and Support. 

Mecklenburg County Health Department. Total costs: $608,657

•
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TRAINING & 
TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE
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The Op-Ed Project

In our efforts to engage in translational

research, our team underwent training on

how to write opinion editorials (op-eds).

Twenty VPC faculty, trainees, and guests

attended workshops with The OpEd

Project, which trains historically silenced

voices to write Op-Eds to appear in print

publications.  The OpEd Project's mission

is to change who writes history.

As a result, our team published seven Op-Eds, in news outlets

such as:

The Charlotte Observer◦

Citizen Times◦

Colorado Newsline◦
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The Op-Ed Project

VPC research assistant Sasha Zabelski

(Public Health Sciences) authored an op-

ed for Colorado Newsline based on

policies concerning mental health

services in Colorado. The op-ed highlights

Colorado's progress in addressing gaps in

community-based mental health services,

particularly for underresourced

populations.

VPC faculty Dr. Meagan Zarwell (Public

Health Sciences) authored an op-ed

published in the Charlotte Observer 

highlighting the growing issue of

sexually transmitted infections in North

Carolina. The op-ed critiques recent

laws requiring parents to opt-in for their

children to receive sexual education,

placing youth at risk of negative health

outcomes.
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Education & Training

The VPC hosted its first visiting

scholar, Agatha Chronos, PhD

from the University of Bergen.

Agatha delivered the first talk in

the VPC's workshop series,

entitled Child Sexual Abuse:

Distinguishing Between Action

and Attraction and Its

Implications for Treatment.

Dr. Cramer co-delivered statewide

suicide prevention training in

partnership with the North Carolina

Department of Adult Corrections.
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Policy

VPC Associate Director of Research Dr.

Annelise Mennicke and VPC Graduate

Research Assistant Jasmine Temple

joined Chancellor Gaber in a roundtable

discussion with Congresswoman Alma

Adams. 

VPC Director Dr. Apryl Alexander

shared best practices for addressing

youth crime and violence in

Charlotte with the Housing, Safety,

& Community Committee of the

Charlotte City Council. A recap of

the meeting was featured on WCNC

Charlotte news.
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TRAINEE 
ACHIEVEMENTS
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TRAINEE HIGHLIGHTS

As a postdoctoral fellow, I have felt very

welcomed and included as a part of the VPC

during their inaugural year. In particular, it

meant a lot to me to be invited to the first VPC

retreat and be encouraged to fully participate

in it. VPC faculty have been wonderful about

inviting me to collaborate on their current

projects. Given my experiences this year, I am

excited about the VPC's potential to scaffold

the learning of junior students and

researchers in the area of prevention science.

Faculty within the VPC share both a

cooperative spirit and a passion for ending

violence, a winning combination for a new

center. 

SHANNON CAIN

POSTDOCTORAL FELLOW

Being involved in the VPC gave me a chance to

contribute to creating a two-day training over the

past year and see it come to fruition. Through this

process, I have learned how much I enjoy team

science, working with community partners, and

the process of creating something new and seeing

its impact very early on. It gives me hope and

excitement for the future as a student early on in

my career.

The VPC has allowed me to work with professors

who support me and my interests, which led me to

attend and present at the AP-LS conference. While

I was nervous about going to a conference where I

didn't know people, VPC center mentors were a

huge help and connected me to people so I could

network and have some familiar faces at the

conference. VPC center staff care about helping

me develop as a scholar and researcher, but also

care about helping me find where I fit as a whole

person.

AVA PETERS

MPH STUDENT
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FUTURE 
DIRECTIONS
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Strategic Goals

Expand and strengthen multidisciplinary

research to support collaborative team

science in violence prevention.

Strengthen our administrative and

research infrastructure to improve

sustainability.

Build a thriving education and training

program to develop the pathway for future

violence prevention researchers and

practitioners.

Prioritize culturally informed practices in

violence prevention.

Strengthen community engagement and

translate research outcomes for the

community's benefit.

The UNC Charlotte VPC is currently undergoing its

strategic planning process. We have identified the

following strategic goals:
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Conclusion
Our strategic plan will make the UNC Charlotte Violence Prevention

Center a trusted and leading hub for violence prevention research,

training, and expertise.

Together, we will collaborate with the community to foster safer and

violence-free communities where people can thrive.

Learn more:

https://violenceprevention.charlotte.edu/ 
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